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KIRKCUDBRIGHT GOLF CLUB 

Captain’s Desk 
 

The gathering storm, is like Tam O’ Shanter’s wife, something to be avoided, but heed the 

advice! Yet with all the weather the brave are still playing. Well done to those brave ladies, 

juniors and gentlemen who have experienced competition during January. The club 

philosopher, Willie Watson, scratched his heed and then his jowls, “man there is an awful lot 

of sunshine to come”. Let’s hope his prediction bares fruit. 

 

Out on the course we are still cutting fairways, ditching and lopping trees. The green staff is 

always busy. In and around the clubhouse some major work in the gent’s toilet area and in 

the kitchen some refurbishment to the floor. Most of the time the club house is used as a 

coffee shop, open every day, as members look out at the rain longing for summer days. 

The office is open most mornings and we look forward to your subscriptions. If you use a 

standing order, remember to inform your bank. Even when the office is closed your telephone 

calls and emails will be answered. 

 

Replacing our catering in the clubhouse is challenging. A good business opportunity, although 

seasonal. Let the office know if you have any ideas. 

  

Volunteers are always welcome to help with club duties. At this time I am looking for 

Ambassadors, to welcome visitors, Helpers in the office, a few days a month. Soon we will 

need divot fillers, the joy of spring. This month praise for Ian and helpers, Tony and Peter. 

Tommy in the Kitchen. Pete and his brush outside. Talking of outside the clubhouse and 

looking forward, if you have green fingers, just let me know and I can point you towards 

Jack, who will be happy to let you help with our gardening. 

 

Right you are on starters orders. Carts lubricated, clubs polished, new balls at the ready. 

Sunday the 3rd April is opening Day and you need the practice, now. The rain has stopped so 

get out there and have fun. 

 

 

Maurice.  

  

www.kirkcudbrightgolf.co.uk 
 
Follow us on Twitter: @kbtgolfclub 
 
Facebook: Kirkcudbright Golf Club 
 
Email: info@kirkcudbrightgolf.co.uk 
 

Phone: 01557 330314 
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LADIES NEWS 

 
The weather, obviously is playing a big part on the Ladies' golf.  The Ladies changing room is 

being used as a "Coffee Catch Up" more than the golf course is at the moment. 

 

About ten ladies were out to do 14 holes on Saturday 16th January.  All enjoyed the 

excitement of the snow although the last three had bother finding their balls on the last two 

fairways. On Saturday 23rd January there were about twelve ladies out and they did 18-

holes. Saturday 30th January it will supposed to be a Medal.  The Medal hasn't been played 

for three months due to rain! On Tuesday mornings, it has been proved to be just as difficult 

to get nine holes but again the ladies are keen to get together for a coffee. 

 

On 23rd February there is to be a Bingo Night in the Bowling Club in Kirkcudbright. This is to 

raise funds for the Club.  Last year we made about £400, so please come and support it and 

try and get that final figure a little higher. 

 

Remember that David Broadfoot is offering lessons, either "one to one" or as a group. If you 

get in touch with him, I am sure he will fix you up. 

 

Here is hoping for some better weather. 

 

Mary Robertson 

 

 

EGGS NEWS 

 
Eggs members have a sense of frustration at the moment given the ability of the heavens to 

open on a Wednesday and Friday and as a result caffeine overload is making a few of our 

members quite jumpy! The January instalment of our Winter League was one victim in spite 

of the best efforts of some foolish souls to brave the elements. Their endeavours lasted 2 

holes and resulted in a good soaking for all.  

 

On a more positive note an excellent meal and fellowship was enjoyed by all at our annual 

lunch and prize-giving held in the Bowlers Hall. We are most grateful for the hard work and 

effort being currently shown by Ian Senior and his team of volunteers in the upgrade of the 

toilet facilities in the gents changing rooms. We hope the finished product meets approval 

from the rest of our Club members.  

 

The Eggs and the ladies section presented a cheque 

to Alzheimer's at our lunch at the Kirkcudbright 

Bowling Club on Friday 16th January, 43 members of 

the eggs attended the lunch and had a great 

afternoon. 

 

In the photo are Paula Cochrane from Alzheimer's 

and Mary Robertson the ladies captain. 
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JUNIOR NEWS 
 

Our Juniors have started coaching with David Broadfoot in preparation for the new golfing 

season. These lessons are being delivered on the range at Tongland Family golf centre so we 

can avoid the rain. 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

   

 

RULES CORNER 

 

When you open the rule book, unless you have a lawyers way of thinking, it can be 

a bit daunting. Remember you are responsible for making the right decision. This 

month a few things to think about. 

 

Rule Change 1st January 2016 

14-1b Anchoring the Club 

In making a stroke, the player must not anchor the club, either "directly" or by use of an 

"anchor point." 
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(RULES CONTINUED …) 

Note 1: The club is anchored "directly" when the player intentionally holds the club or a 

gripping hand in contact with any part of his body, except that the player may hold the club 
or a gripping hand against a hand or forearm. 

Note 2: An "anchor point" exists when the player intentionally holds a forearm in contact 

with any part of his body to establish a gripping hand as a stable point around which the 
other hand may swing the club. 

The penalty for violating Rule 14-1b is the same as for a breach of any other part of Rule 14-
1 or 14-2: a 2-stroke penalty in stroke play, or loss of hole in match play. 

Are Belly Putters and Long Putters Banned? 

No. Very important point: This rule change is a change (or addition to) Rule 14-1; it is not a 

change to equipment rules. Belly putters and long putters remain completely legal to use, so 

long as they are conforming to equipment rules. 

What Rule 14-1b addresses is the stroke, not the club being used to make the stroke. So if 

you putt with a belly putter or long putter, the rule change does not require you to stop doing 
that - it only prohibits the anchoring of those (and all other) clubs. 

Question: My ball landed in divot hole in fairway; can I move it out of the divot? 

No, actually, a divot is not ground under repair, at least not according to the Rules of Golf as 
they are currently written. 

Rule 13 is titled "Ball Played as It Lies." Rule 13-1 states: "The ball must be played as it lies, 

except as otherwise provided in the Rules." 

And nowhere in the rules is a ball sitting in a divot "otherwise provided" for; no exception 

from "ball played as it lies" for divots exists. 

One rule that I see members either getting it wrong or not taking best relief is when they 

take a drop. The best way to remember is if it’s a free drop its one club length relief and if it’s 
a penalty its two clubs relief. I know a bit simplistic, but a good guide. 

Example 1 would be Ground Under Repair, free drop. Find the nearest point of relief, but not 

in a Hazard or out of bounds, but could be in longer grass. Take relief one club length away, 

giving you full relief, ie stance and swing. Extend your arm and drop the ball. You are not 
allowed to stand in the GUR or the area you are taking relief from when making your shot.  

Example2 This could be when your ball is unplayable and would cost you a penalty stroke. 
You have three options. 

1. Replay the shot from the previous location. 

2. Lift the ball and move backwards in a straight line with the flag as far as you wish. 

3. Take relief within 2 club lengths, left, right or behind. 

Drop the ball and play. 

Care is required on the putting green. Once you have addressed the ball. “club grounded 
either in front or behind the ball”. You become responsible.  

Q. In addressing the ball, a player accidentally causes the ball to oscillate, but it returns to its 
original position. Has the ball “moved”? 

A. No. 

 

http://golf.about.com/cs/golfterms/g/bldef_strokepla.htm
http://golf.about.com/od/beginners/a/matchplay.htm
http://golf.about.com/cs/rulesofgolf/a/rule13.htm
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STAR INTERVIEW 
 

This month I didn’t quite get round to pinning someone down in the hot seat. So, not to be 

out done I interviewed myself! It was a strange conversation but here are my answers to my 

own questions …….  

 

What’s your handicap right now? 3.4 

 

& what’s the lowest it has been? 1.5 (on three occasions but never quite made one (yet!). 

 

What's the best course you have played?  

I’ve been lucky enough to play most of the top courses in Scotland over the years, and there 

are many, but because it is a PGA Tour standard course I’d say Harbour Town in South 

Carolina. It is immaculate. 

 

What course would you most like to play that you haven't? 

I’m privileged enough to have walked around Augusta National once back in 2012. It is the 

ultimate. Playing there has to be number one choice. Failing that, Pebble Beach or Pinehurst 

Number 2. 

 

If you could only play links or parkland for the rest of your life what would you 

choose? Parkland – no question about it. 

 

Who would you pick to hole a 6-foot putt to win you £100? 

I think I would trust myself more than I’d trust anyone else, but Tom Hinchcliffe doesn’t miss 

many of those. 

 

Best player you've played with or against? 

I’ve played with quite a few plus handicappers and local pro’s but I think I’d say Craig Hyslop 

from Langholm was the most impressive ball striker I’ve played with. He was destined for big 

things a few years ago but it didn’t quite happen. 

 

What has been your best moment in golf?  

I shot 63 scratch in the TCB Cup at Kirkcudbright in 2008, equaling the course record in the 

process. That’s by far my best competitive round and was an awesome feeling! I still have 

the ball I used & the original scorecard. I’d love another go at the birdie putt on 18 though! 

 

Who would be your dream 4-ball?  

Nicklaus, Palmer & Watson in their prime. 

 

What is your favourite club in the bag?  

Driver (sometimes). 

 

If you could change one thing about golf what would it be?  

Slow play is the biggest problem in golf these days. Too many club players are coping what 

they see on TV. 

 

What's the best piece of advice you've ever been given?  

Don’t get ahead of yourself, one shot at a time and don’t count your score until you’re 

finished. 

 

What's your bogey hole at Kirkcudbright?  

The tee shot on the 10th causes me so much trouble. I don’t know when I last played my 

second shot from the fairway there.  

 

Do you have any golfing superstitions?  

I think superstitions can be quite a good think to help keep a routine but other than putting 

my socks on before my shoes I don’t really have any! Maybe a lucky ball marker. 

 

Away from golf, what are your other interests?  

It’s all about sport with me! I’m a keen Liverpool fan and like to play tennis, go to the gym 

and swim but will give most things a go. 
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February Coaching Segment with PGA Golf Professional, David Broadfoot 

 

That's January gone and the season is less than 2 months away!  Exciting! It seems like 

years ago that the 2015 season ended, it's been such a long winter. 

 

To get you ready for the new season I am continuing my offer of a FREE 1 hour evaluation 

throughout February.  This is a great offer you won't find anywhere else.  An hour with a PGA 

Professional completely free of charge. 

 

I have already started my practice to make sure I'm ready come mid March.  Get in touch 

and let's make you better for the new season. 

 

Improvements take time so don't delay! 

 

I am also planning to run some group clinics on the short game which will include putting, 

chipping & pitching.  These are a great way to learn all aspects of the short game from a 

professional's point of view.  You'll learn the set-up, distance control, decision making 

amongst many other aspects. 

 

The clinics are different from normal group coaching as it will be mainly explanation and 

demonstration by me.  This allows you to see all different aspects put into play and I'll be 

open to all questions you may have.  You'll be amazed at what you can learn from watching a 

professional in action with explanation to go with it! 

 

The clinics will be around an hour and will be £5 per person.  Please get in touch to reserve a 

place. 

 

Thanks for reading, 

 

 
David Broadfoot, 
PGA Golf Professional, 
Tel 07894 319236, 
email dbroadfoot87@gmail.com 

 

 

AND FINALLY … 
 

Finally, don’t forget this is your newsletter. If there’s anything particular you’d like to see 

included let us know. You might have a story or even photos from days gone by we could 

include. Feel free to pass them on, either to the clubhouse or contact me at 

malcolmk04@yahoo.co.uk. 

mailto:dbroadfoot87@gmail.com
mailto:malcolmk04@yahoo.co.uk

